Sir Philip Sidney.

mediate terrr. of less than a dozen years, from 1575
to 1586, that he moved in and out of her presence
as the foremost representative of English chivalry at
that time, all the more its representative because his
years of service were years of thraldom. Whatever
he did for good was done in spite of the courtly
chains imposed upon him. Posterity may be grate-
ful to Queen Elizabeth for her administration of
English affairs during nearly half a century; for
coincident with that administration, if not consequent
upon it, was a vast increase of power and prosperity
to England. But if her rule was favourable to the
chivalrous movements of the day, they were not
favoured by her.

To know what Sidney was as an Elizabethan
courtier, and what were the restraints laid upon him
in his compulsory courtiership, we must review not
merely the events of his own early career, but also
some matters preliminary to any information we
have about him beyond the bare date of his birth.

Among the minor statesmen of Henry the Eighth's
reign were two grandfathers of Sir Philip Sidney.
The one was Sir William Sidney, born in 1482, and
descended from another William Sidney, who came
over from Anjou with Henry Plantagenet in 1154,
and was the founder of a worthy family of knights
and squires. The other was John Dudley, born in
1501, who claimed descent from Robert de L'Isle, a
partisan of the barons in their opposition to King
John. Lady Elizabeth Grey, sister of a Baron de
L'Isle, had married the Edmund Dudley who was